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Linking EU's research and innovation to major societal needs,

with strong visibility and impact

A mission is a portfolio of actions across disciplines intended to achieve a bold and inspirational and 

measurable goal within a set timeframe, with impact for society and policy making as well as 

relevance for a significant part of the European population and wide range of European citizens.

Horizon Europe (HE) 

R&I Missions

Horizon Europe defines 5 missions areas:

Cancer
Climate-neutral

and Smart Cities
Restore our 

Ocean and Waters
Soil Deal 

for Europe 
Adaptation to 

Climate Change
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"Mission Soil" goal: 100 living labs and lighthouses

to lead the transition towards healthy soils by 2030

8 Specific Objectives

1.Reduce land 

degradation,  

desertification

2. Conserve & increase 

soil organic carbon 

stocks 

3. Stop soil sealing and 

increase re-use of 

urban soils

4. Reduce soil pollution 

and enhance 

restoration 

8. Improve soil literacy 

in society

7. Reduce the EU global 

footprint on soils

6. Improve soil 

structure to enhance 

soil biodiversity 

5. Prevent erosion

4 Operational Objectives (building 
blocks)

4. Soil literacy, 
communication, 

citizen 
engagement

1. Research 
& innovation 
programme

2. Living 
labs and 
lighthouses

3. Soil 
monitoring

Main vehicle for addressing the diversity of conditions and 

generating locally adapted solutions  
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Mission Soil living labs (LL): definition

• “User-centred, place-based and transdisciplinary research and 
innovation ecosystems, 

• which involve land managers, scientists and other relevant 
partners

• in systemic research and codesign, testing, monitoring and 
evaluation of solutions, 

• in real-life settings, 

• to improve their effectiveness for soil health and accelerate 
adoption.” 

(Mission Implementation Plan, p. 28, building on ENoLL, G20 MACS working group)
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Living labs and lighthouses: scales, activities
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Typical structure of Mission Soil LL projects

1 LL with several sites and partners

1 site= 1 farm

1 site= 1 city green area
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Preparation and support for Mission LL creation 
and implementation

• Preparatory actions
- NATI00NS (3M €, 2022-2024): supporting applicants with national 

engagement events, helpdesk service, matchmaking platform, etc.

- PREPSOIL (5M €, 2022-2025): incl. identification of regional soil 
health needs, incl. for priority actions to be implemented in LL

• LL network support structure (2022-2030)
- Supporting harmonisation of approaches within/across LL (+ LH)

- Monitoring and assessment → regular reports on developments 
and outcomes, progress achieved

• Mission Board LL Working Group (→ recent document)

https://www.nati00ns.eu/
https://prepsoil.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/core/api/front/document/98485/download
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First LL calls in Mission Work Programme 2023 

• Two topics
- Co-creating solutions for soil health in Living Labs: bottom-up, all types of land use 

– 36M €, 3 projects 

- Carbon farming in living labs – 12M €, 1 project

- Financial support to third parties (optional): cascade funding

• Requirements, tasks
- Establish at least 4-5 LL per project, in 3+ Member States/HE-Associated Countries

- Address shared soil health challenge(s), related to Mission specific objective(s)

- Follow multi-actor approach, involve stakeholders relevant for resp. challenge

- Establish base line per LL for monitoring, assessment (→ JRC EUSO)

• Call closed 20 September 2023, proposals under evaluation

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2023-soil-01-08;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2;statusCodes=31094502,31094501;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=45355178;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2023-soil-01-09;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2;statusCodes=31094502,31094501;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=45355178;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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LL-related approaches and infrastructures

• Multi-actor approach (MAA) in EU R&I Framework Programmes
- Pioneered in agricultural R&I; now extended to other HE parts

- Practice abstracts required from agricultural/RD, forestry MAA projects

- Definition, requirements developed further for coming WP

• EIP-AGRI (now "Innovation & knowledge exchange" strand of CAP Network) 

- Operational Groups (OG) to be involved in HE MAA projects where relevant

- Potential for LL to feed into OG work

- OG to evolve into future LL?

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/index_de
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Partnership Agro-ecology 

• To set up a Europe-wide network of agroecology living labs and 
research infrastructures

• Co-created with, co-funded by Member States, Associated Countries

• Coordinated by Germany (Projektträger Jülich), France (ANR)

• Agroecology Partnership connections with Mission Soil – e.g.:
- Potentially sharing living labs
- Coordinated calls; clusters of projects
- Soil health monitoring and data collection
- Common policy-related activities
- Common knowledge hub
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Sources of further information and opportunities 
for engagement

• EU Missions in Horizon Europe

• Mission Soil Implementation Plan

• Mission Soil Platform: "one-stop shop" (in the making), incl. project 
hub, documents, events, newsletter, …

• European Mission Soil Week, Madrid, 21-23 November 2023 (first 
in a series of annual events) – plenaries webstreamed

• Mission Soil Manifesto, open for signature by organisations and 
individuals

• EU CAP Network (incl. EIP-AGRI)

• Agroecology Partnership Strategic Research & Innovation Agenda

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1517488e-767a-4f47-94a0-bd22197d18fa_en?filename=soil_mission_implementation_plan_final.pdf
https://mission-soil-platform.ec.europa.eu/de
https://www.europeanmissionsoilweek2023.com/en/index
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a98ef14d-e7ce-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-285237918
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/mission-soil-manifesto
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://scar-europe.org/images/Agroecology/SRIA_rev23-02-2023.pdf

